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State enterprise is being shown at the present time on a still
more amHtions scale in Bavaria in projects for developing water
power for the electrification of the railways and for industrial
purposes generally. The Government of that State already has
the right to use the rivers and streams of the country in this
way, and a large and costly scheme for the generation and distri-
bution of electric power is ready for execution. The Saxon
Government recently endeavoured to obtain a law which would
have asserted a similar fiscal right to the rivers and streams, and
have placed them for aH future time under the direct control of
the State, It is estimated that from the larger rivers of Saxony
alone a force of at least 373,000 horse-power can be obtained,
though as yet barely 1 per cent, of this potential energy has
been bridled for the use of industry. The Government's proposal
has not for the present been well received. The cry of " Water
Socialism " created great prejudice against it, and the Diet
insisted on restricting the BiU to one for the mere control of
the streams.
Eeference has been made to the revenue derived by most of
the States from forests and other lands.   It is immensely to the
advantage of national life that owing to the great extent of its
landed possessions the State has an important direct stake in agri-
culture, and incidentally can In some degree preserve the balance
between the large and small proprietors. It used to be a favourite
theory of Prince Bismarck's that the salary of a Prussian
Minister of State should be paid only partly in money and for
the rest he should be allotted an estate which he should be
required to manage on his own account.    In that way, he
argued, the Government would be in continual and close contact
with the first of national industries, and would be in a position.
to frame Its agrictdturai policies and measures on the basis of
Immediate experience,   The same end is achieved by the fact
that a large part of the area of each State is In fiscal hands,
and this area tends to increase.    The area of fiscal land
(forests excluded) in Prussia increased from 869,157 acres in
1903 to 997,680 acres in 1908,, chiefly owing to an increase of
127,260   acres in the Eastern Provinces (from  740,865   to
868,125 acres).  ,The largest domains are in the provinces of
Pomeiania,   161,577   acies;   East   Prussia,   149,735   acres ;
Bmukribnrg, 134,950 acres; West Prussia, 130,185 acres;